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Main Discussion Results Participants‘ Quotes  

Most useful messages / key points from the 
presentation 
 
− Society is driven forward by skepticism 
− The competences for sustainable 

development proclaimed by UNESCO in 2017 
are a suitable instrument. 

− Technical safety and a high degree of 
transparency are essential in the planning 
and implementation of a climate change 
education unit. 

− IPCC does not conduct its own research, but 
summarizes the state of global research. 
Therefore, the IPCC reflects the current 
state of research and a doctrine or a 
possible perspective. 

 

 
 

Challenges faced in relation to the topic 
 
− The three basic principle of the 

Beutelsbacher consensus 
(Überwältigungsgebot, Kontroversitätsgebot, 
Schülerorientierung) need to be observed. 

− The required quality of the source criticism 
is only possible from a certain age. 

− There is no 100% certainty in science. Safety 
can only be achieved retrospectively, not in 
the prognosis. 
 

“Kontroversitätsgebot also valid even for devious 
scientific approaches? “ 

“The scientific language temps layperson to doubt 
about facticity.” 

Experiences shared by participants 
 
− Online you can find arguments like: “more 

exhaust gases lead to more CO2, but that 

 



does not automatically mean more CO2 
would lead to global warming.” This 
assertion can be refuted by teachers with 
simple experiments. 

− “The amount of CO2 is too low to have an 
effect.” The physical effect of the substance 
is immense even in small amounts. 

− “The accusation of manipulations is one of 
the main arguments formulated by climate 
change skeptics.” It is about the step-by-
step tracking of the validity of a statement. 

 

Main take-aways 
 
− Beutelsbach consensus should be 

considered as a professional ethics for all 
teachers. 

− It´s not about the temperature increase, but 
about the speed of the temperature rise. 

− Ultimately, it´s not about climate change, 
it´s about responsible action.   
 

“Which interests of power are behind the statements 
of the climate change skeptics? “ 

“How do you reach the adults?” 

 


